Prospectus

Headteacher welcome
Welcome to Acorn Digital Learning. It is my great pleasure to
invite you to spend a few minutes with us looking over this
prospectus. In here, you’ll find lots of information to help you
decide if we are right for the child in your care or a student
attending your school, who needs an innovative, flexible, fresh
and exciting route back to successful learning.

Acorn Digital Learning is leading the way for
online schooling, embracing its unique status
as an alternative provider for a diverse group
of children and young people; specifically lookedafter children, youngsters who may have been
out of education for some time and others with
additional learning needs or identified barriers
to learning.
My name is Eileen Field, and I’m honoured to lead
the amazing team of staff who work tirelessly
behind the scenes delivering fun and exciting
learning opportunities for our students, seamless
admin support and responsive back up for our
parents/ carers and commissioning clients and
our talented IT team who keep all the technical
cogs spinning.
I’ve been a head teacher for many years and
delight in working with those “extra-ordinary”
young people for whom “ordinary” school hasn’t
been the perfect fit.
We are passionate about what we do, how we
work with our students and transition them
onwards; working personally with each one to
unlock their interests, enthusiasms and future
aspirations whilst navigating them through to
successful completion of end of key-stage tests

and examinations. For some, we continue to
support their learning alongside colleagues
during their return to mainstream or into other
alternative provisions, whilst others we help move
onwards to apprenticeships, college placements
and the work place.
Our approach is “student centred” and
“educational relationship” focused, being
attachment aware and using trauma informed
practices in everything we do – what works for
the weakest child and young person in our school,
works tenfold over for the brightest and more
resilient child and young person.
We are building our learning community where
every individual is valued for what they can offer.
We recognise and nurture the unique nature of
each of our students and together, we enable
them to make choices, benefit from opportunities
and develop the strength of character and
resilience to overcome any barriers in their way.
I look forward to welcoming your student and
working alongside you as we help our young
people “build incredible futures by empowering
them to be happy and make their way in
the world”.

Ethos statement
Acorn Digital Learning sits within the Acorn
Education & Care Group, a reputable and
established provider of specialist living and
learning services for vulnerable children and
young people.
Acorn Education & Care forms a key part of the
Education and Residential divisions of Outcomes
First Group. Outcomes First Group is the leading
children’s care provider in the UK renowned for
supporting, educating and caring for children
and young people requiring safe and nurturing
environments through no fault of their own,
in which these individuals can learn, grow
and succeed.
This means Acorn Digital Learning benefits from
Acorn Education & Care’s unmatched reach,
capacity, heritage and expertise in the SEND
and SEMH arena, with regulators consistently
judging our education services as
Good or Outstanding.

Our alternative learning provision is
representative of the quality of care and
education delivery provided across the wider
group, placing children and young people at the
centre of everything we do.
The present number of children either within the
care of Outcomes First Group or accessing our
education services achieving positive outcomes is
testament to the dedication of teams across the
National Fostering Group’s foster agencies and
our school-based staff throughout the UK.
The sheer scale and impact of these
accomplishments is something that is uniquely
embedded within the culture of Acorn Digital
Learning. Our online education service offering
is a valued extension to everything the Group
stands for; showcased best through our teachers
and members of staff the children and young
people accessing our provision will work with
throughout their studies with us.

We welcome each young person
and then work to personalise their
learning to improve their self-esteem,
self-confidence and progress their
outcomes. Your dreams, your future,
is our challenge.

ADL Maths teacher

Our Approach
Acorn Digital Learning provides real-time online teaching
for Key Stage 2, 3 and 4 students requiring an alternative
learning environment.
We provide flexible, cost effective solutions for
students who currently find themselves without access
to a school setting, as well as those who are unable to
attend school for medical, mental health, anxiety
or behavioral reasons.
Our easily accessible education service is
available to learners who are studying from
home, school, or any other risk assessed,
safe setting. All that students need
is a laptop or computer with a stable
internet connection.
By utilising best in class systems and
technology in terms of the virtual
classroom and blended learning
management system functionality,
as well as engaging course content from
leading education publishers, we can
deliver unrivalled teaching standards to
the benefit of children and young people
across the UK.

Student centred
We specialise in offering alternative education
provision to children and young people with a range
of complex needs including behavioural, emotional, social,
medical, learning and physical difficulties.
We work closely with Local Authorities to support them in
meeting their legal duties ensuring some of the country’s
most vulnerable children and young people can learn and
develop vital skills.

Accessibility and flexibility
Increasing demands on schools and Local Authorities means
balancing student capacity, quality, progression and outcomes
with the costs of mainstream, alternative and specialist education
provision can be challenge.
Acorn Digital Learning offers a real-world ‘anytime, anywhere’
solution to such challenges; a range of flexible, cost-effective
purchasing methods that do not require minimum or block
commitments, global accessibility to our video-based lessons,
as well as efficient and straightforward tracking of student
progress and achievement within a standalone web platform.
While the structure and feel of a typical school day, week and
term is possible with our course timetable of lessons, the adaptable
nature of online-based learning means that all of our students,
no matter what their preferred learning styles or location, are
able to develop their learning in a way that benefits their
individual circumstances.

Collaboration with wider group
One of the significant benefits of existing as part of the wider
Outcomes First Group is that we are in constant collaboration
with other Acorn Education and Care schools, with Acorn Digital
Learning able to reflect a modern extension of our existing
education provision.
This means that we can maximise our teaching resources and
remain one-step ahead in terms of curriculum updates and
research based shared practice and ensure that students accessing
Acorn Digital Learning are receiving the best possible standards
of education available to them as a viable alternative to ‘bricks and
mortar’ schooling.

Individual needs/support

The Education Environment

Young people in foster
care, residential
care or are in school
placement transition

Medical needs

Making learning fun

Acorn Digital Learning can offer
temporary and long-term online
learning provision to children and
young people with medical health
issues that make access to learning
restrictive. Because our real-time
video link courses can be accessed
anywhere, whether that’s at home or
when recovering in hospital, students
can receive the care they need while
not having to worry about falling
behind in their education.

Teaching staff across Acorn Digital Learning bring with
them an abundance of experience and deep subject
specialism knowledge. Because they are eternally
passionate about what they do, each teacher knows
how to bring the best out of their students in an online
classroom environment.

Social, emotional and
mental health (SEMH)
needs causing school
apprehension

Through the potential to use two-way voice, chat and
video communication as well as an interactive whiteboard
that all students can use simultaneously, there is a real
sense of engaged and involved learning throughout.

While Outcomes First Group’s
independent fostering providers,
residential care staff and Local
Authorities will often endeavor to
place a child or young person with
a foster family or residential home
near to their current school, this
is not always possible for a variety
of reasons. In this instance, Acorn
Digital Learning can offer educational
continuity during a time of significant
change in their lives.

Autism spectrum
condition (ASC)
Barriers to learning aren’t always
related to challenging behaviour.
Many students accessing Acorn Digital
Learning will present as being on
the autistic spectrum or experience
related anxiety symptoms.

Because this affects the way they are
able to interact with the world around
them, many aspects of traditional
education can be challenging; loud
noises, difficulty with communication
and language skills can be alleviated
through continuing their education
from a location that encourages
therapeutic learning and reduces
external stimuli.

Children at risk
of exclusion
There are many reasons why a child
or young person may be at risk
of exclusion from mainstream or
specialist education. Whatever the
reason may be, we would work closely
with parents, schools and Local
Authorities to deliver swift, alternative
learning solutions for a student either
permanently excluded from school or
on a fixed-period exclusion of up to
45 school days.

There are many reasons why a child
or young person may refuse to
attend school. Acorn Digital Learning
exists so that our students can
continue their learning while their
barriers to learning are alleviated or
a solution is found. Complex medical
and mental health issues, specific
challenges relating to SEN as well as
being victims of bullying are all valid
reasons as to why a child may refuse
education provision, which is why
our alternative learning provision can
bridge any gaps in attendance.

Children and young people with additional needs will often
learn best when they are presented with topics that are
visually stimulating and engaging, which is why we try to
make each lesson a high-quality, interactive experience,
with all of our subject specialist teachers bringing their
courses to life through wide-ranging teaching strategies
and techniques.

Class sizes and terms dates
Each lesson will have up to 15 children and young people
present in the virtual classroom who have chosen the
same KS2, KS3 or KS4 course.

Building strong relationships
Many of the core elements comprising mainstream
or specialist school education are involved within Acorn
Digital Learning.
Advancements in digital technologies means that distance
learning is now a truly collaborative experience. Course
teachers will be present via video link alongside other
students, meaning their social needs are also being met
while they learn.
Our real-time digital classrooms replicate the level of
sensory engagement that you would see in standard
school environments.
Much like attending a traditional school setting, our
students can look forward to meeting their friends
online from previous lessons and build relationships
with their teachers and peers through gentle competition
when answering questions and encouragement of
shared learning.

The digital classroom

Progress is digitally captured
with learning and progress
continually monitored

Lessons are just as interactive
as those in a conventional
classroom

Those unable to engage with a
traditional school environment
for whatever reason can build
their confidence, feeling
relaxed in a safe and
secure environment

The curriculum offers a
wide range of learning
from foundation right
through to GCSE level

Teachers create engaging
and informative lessons,
capturing attention and
making learning enjoyable

Using webcams and
microphones, students are
provided with the opportunity
to mix and interact with
peers and teachers
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Curriculum
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VIRTUAL
CLASSROOMS

Our curriculum is designed to work alongside
mainstream or specialist provision to help children
and young people in the following ways:

1

CUSTOM
LEARNING
Choose
your subject

Teaching and learning

Key benefits

Students accessing Acorn Digital Learning can conclude
their online learning experience with an overarching
theme of continuous learning, demonstrated by a portfolio
of progression that emphasises their active involvement
in their chosen subjects.

• Cost effective
We offer a wide range of different solutions
that are flexible enough to suit every young
person’s needs

We ensure that regular meetings, briefings and updates
take place across the various levels of the schools’ senior
leadership and teaching operating structure, which allows
staff to really ‘buy into’ our collective targets and know
that they are fully supported when contributing to the
future successes and wellbeing of children and young
people referred to us.
All of this is made possible through our experienced group
of teachers each using their combined traditional and
online classroom know how to offer students specialist
support across each of their respective core subjects.

Learn more
with our tutors

Virtual network
of students

• Provide educational continuity during transition
between all types of care or education placements
• Clear learning pathways that are age/ability appropriate
• Regular assessments, goals and progress reports
• Digitally capture student development so that students
can continually reflect on their achievements as well
as leave the Acorn Digital Learning environment with
evidence of progress made that can be readily used
to support reintegration into a school setting
• Support students who may have found
themselves out of education for a significant
period, with targeted top up courses available
outside of school time.

As with the wider targets of providing safe, empathetic
and bespoke educational environments found across
the Acorn Education and Care Group, our teaching
and learning practice is centred on an evolving school
development plan. This encompasses key departmental,
digital classroom and individual performance management
areas that ultimately lead to positive student outcomes.

EXPERT TUTOR

• Quality of provision
All lessons are taught by qualified, experienced
and subject specialist teachers making use of
sector leading content
• Statutory obligations
Acorn Digital Learning can provide 25 hours
of education per week, even when a student
enrolls on our core package. A student can
typically be set up and ready to access our
educational provision within 24-hours, which
means Local Authorities are able to meet
their legal obligations to young people.

Assessment and reporting
Acorn Digital Learning provides anytime online
access to weekly reporting, attendance figures,
student engagement and academic progress.
Whether a student is your looked-after child,
currently in residential care, or you are a
school headteacher or associated agency
wishing to assess their progress in advance
of them re-entering into a school placement,
a comprehensive timeline of achievement data
can be sourced.
Because our assessment and reporting function
tracks attendance and performance relating to

each child or young person attending a digital
classroom lesson, regular summary reports
allow nominated staff, care guardians and Local
Authorities to accurately assess and subsequently
assist students towards achieving target grades.
Each students’ report can be downloaded and
viewed across a variety of formats for ease of
use, with all online data accessible by our teachers
and assigned departmental staff, allowing us
to swiftly reach and notify those involved in a
student’s education around any concerns with
individual progress before discussing, planning
and implementing robust solutions.

Core subjects and qualifications

ENGLISH LANGUAGE /
ENGLISH LITERATURE
Our KS2, KS3, KS4 English
Curriculum...
Our KS2 English Curriculum centres
on our year 5 & year 6 pupils’
enjoyment and understanding of
language, especially vocabulary, to
support their reading and writing.
Pupils’ knowledge of language, gained
from exposure to wide ranging
stories, plays, poetry, non-fiction and
textbooks throughout our courses,
supports their increasing fluency as
readers, their facility as writers, and
their comprehension.
We aim for all of our KS2 pupils’
reading and writing to be sufficiently
fluent and effortless for them to
manage the general demands
of the curriculum at transition to
year 7, across all subjects and not

just in English by the end of our
KS2 English courses.
We spend time to prepare pupils
for secondary education by ensuring
that they can consciously control
sentence structure in their writing
and understand why sentences are
constructed as they are as well
as understanding nuances in
vocabulary choice and ageappropriate, academic vocabulary.
Our courses encourage pupils to
discuss what they are learning and
to develop their wider skills in spoken
language and look to extend their
confidence, enjoyment and mastery
of language through public speaking,
performance and debate.
At KS3 level, our English Language
and English Literature skills courses
cater for Year 7 to 9 students looking
to form effective reading, writing,

speaking and listening capabilities
that will provide them with a solid
foundation for progression onto
GCSE levels courses.
During the course, students will
have the opportunity to review a
range of age-appropriate reading
materials, as well as the freedom to
explore and develop preferred texts,
whether that is reading more books
by their favourite author or delving
into the world of poetry.
KS4 students will receive further
support to build on their base
English skills developed at KS3
as they work towards positive
outcomes at GCSE exam level.
Much of our KS4 provision for
English is centered on increasing
students’ confidence and helping
them reach personal goals as their
knowledge and understanding of
the subject grows.

SCIENCE
KS2, KS3, KS4 SCIENCE…
Our KS2 science courses enables
pupils to develop a deeper
understanding of a wide range of
scientific ideas. They do this through
exploring and talking about their
ideas; asking their own questions
about scientific phenomena; and
analysing functions, relationships
and interactions.
Our year 5 and year 6 pupils
encounter more abstract ideas and
begin to recognise how these ideas
help them to understand and predict
how the world operates.
By participation in our courses they
begin to recognise that scientific
ideas change and develop over time
and are immersed in activities to help
them select the most appropriate
ways to answer science questions
using different types of scientific
enquiry, including observing changes
over time, noticing patterns, grouping

and classifying
things, carrying
out comparative
and fair tests and
finding things out
using a wide range of
secondary sources
of information.
Pupils are taught how to
draw conclusions based on
their data and observations,
use evidence to justify their ideas,
and use their scientific knowledge
and understanding to explain their
findings. At the end of our courses
our KS2 pupils are ‘Working and
thinking scientifically’ and ready for
the new challenges of KS3.
Students taking our science course
at KS3 level will have the opportunity
to re-engage with basic scientific
theories and key foundational
knowledge that they may not have
attained due to missing important
parts of the curriculum. If a child
or young person finds science
particularly difficult, this course
offers ideal preparation for GCSE

level work by developing a sense
of excitement and curiosity about
the world around them.
Our KS4 science course involves
several pathways of study that
consider the individual capabilities and
subject preferences of students taking
the course. Because our alternative
learning provision is delivered via
real-time video communication and
best in class interactive software,
appropriately preparing students
for GCSE practical work is made
entirely possible.

Additional subjects
MATHS
At KS2, KS3, KS4 our maths...
At KS2, the principal focus of our
mathematics teaching is to ensure
that pupils extend their understanding
of the number system and place value
to include larger integers.
We develop the connections that
pupils make between multiplication
and division with fractions, decimals,
percentages and ratio and develop
their ability to solve a wider range
of problems, including increasingly
complex properties of numbers and
arithmetic, and problems demanding
efficient written and mental methods
of calculation.

With this foundation in arithmetic,
pupils are introduced to the language
of algebra as a means for solving
a variety of problems. Teaching in
geometry and measures consolidates
and extends knowledge developed in
number and also ensures that pupils
can classify shapes with increasingly
complex geometric properties and
that they learn the vocabulary they
need to describe them.
By the end of our year 5 & year 6
courses, pupils are fluent in written
methods for all 4 operations, including
long multiplication and division, and
in working with fractions, decimals
and percentages.

Our maths skills course at KS3 level
is also designed to prepare students
for their GCSE exams across all core
areas of the subject.
With a focus on algebra and statistics
that now form a significant element
of the reformed GCSE; this course
can help students who have struggled
with their school attendance in the
past to regain their confidence in
their mathematical abilities.
Student enrolment on the KS4
Maths course will see them able to
strengthen their base knowledge of
the subject and begin to explore and
achieve vital skills that they will be
able to apply to their future learning
and beyond.

Beyond the three core subjects comprising 12 lessons of
live learning with some independent study following each
lesson, per week for students taking our Core Package,
our Enhanced Package offers eight additional hours of
learning per school week in the following optional subjects:
•
•
•
•

Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE)
Independent Living
Personal Finance
Work and Life Skills.

For some of our Acorn Digital Learning students, these
additional subjects offer a wider accreditation pathway
and supports them in working towards college placements
and independent living beyond their education, equipping
them with the knowledge and skills needed to help
them succeed.

School Life
What does a typical day-to-day look like
when studying with Acorn Digital Learning?
Bespoke
timetables

Consistent presence
of teachers and peers

Individual study and
breakout sessions

Whether opting for the Core Package inclusive of 12 lessons evenly
spread across the core subjects of Maths, English and Science, or the
Enhanced Package with up to eight further lessons in optional subjects,
each child and young person studying with Acorn Digital Learning
has access to a personalised timetable for their relevant live digital
classroom sessions.

A fun yet informative environment awaits children and young people
attending each lesson, with subject specialist teachers and the same
peer group in attendance able to provide a reassuring consistency to
their learning.

After each lesson is complete, a subject teacher will issue an online
independent learning task that allows students to develop their
personal understanding of topics discussed in the digital classroom.
This provides flexibility for students who like to reinforce peer-based
learning with individual reflection on subject matter, while breakout
sessions with a subject teacher can also be arranged for further
strengthening of understanding and deeper exploration of the
conceptual learning elements.

Bridging learning
gaps and ‘anytime,
anywhere’ flexibility

Once a student has received their unique log-in details and portal
link, they will have all encompassing access to their digital classroom
lessons, timetable, 24/7 lesson archive content and independent
learning opportunities from the comfort of their home, nearby library,
or anywhere deemed suitable by primary caregivers.

Tailored learning
solutions

We are also willing to work with Local Authorities on the development
of individual solutions that meet the specific needs of children and
young people accessing our online learning platform, thereby ensuring
that all students accessing our alternative learning provision are getting
everything they can from the experience.

Acorn Digital Learning
at a glance
What is the age range for children and young
people using Acorn Digital Learning?

Do I need anything else to support the
teaching and learning?

We provide high-quality alternative learning provision
for Key Stage 2, 3 and Key Stage 4 learners, which is
equivalent to the year groups seen in maintained schools
ranging from Year 6 to Year 11 and typical age ranges of
11-16 years old.

All the teaching and learning materials your student
needs is available in our extensive resources. Ideally access
to the usual school MS Office software is useful however
free download versions are available and work just as well.
Some school stationery is nice to have and for GCSE
maths and science, a non-programmable scientific
calculator will certainly help.

How long are the school terms?
We follow the regular 38-week school calendar.
Term dates are not a barrier to joining an Acorn Digital
Learning course, with timescales for learning tailored
around specific requirements of the student. When a
teacher, social worker or parent makes a complete referral,
we will endeavor to respond within 24-hours to run
through everything in more detail.

What do I need to access Acorn Digital
Learning?
Ideally a laptop or a PC, although a child or young person
would be able to access everything they need just as
well on a iPad or a smartphone. There is some loss of
interactivity with Chromebooks but we have handy
work-arounds. Being as comfortable as possible using
your device is key. A headset with a microphone and a
mouse is handy as well as a safe study space with reliable
internet access.

If we get stuck with a technical issue or need
to miss a lesson, what do we need to do?
Like every other school we monitor attendance closely
so letting us know that you are not going to be in class is
helpful and we ask you to contact our school coordinator
on 07770 042747. If you have technical issues, we ask
that an adult call our support line on 0800 464 0743.

Case studies
There are numerous examples of the positive impact that
Acorn Digital Learning has had on students with varying
personal circumstances and educational backgrounds.
We believe that the success stories described below represent
an important benchmark for the continued growth of our
alternative learning provision, aligning with our future desire
to provide as many children and young people with a
platform for continuous, high-quality learning.

Alice Peters*,
Year 10, looked-after child:
School exclusion to soaring
attendance and performance scores
Alice accessed Acorn Digital Learning as a permanently
excluded student following a school placement breakdown.
Significant social, educational and mental health
requirements (SEMH) and absence from school for up to
two years meant re-engagement with her education was
imperative.

Making up for lost time
and taking responsibility
for own learning

Within 12 weeks at the time of writing, Alice’s
attendance levels at ADL have risen to 90%, while
she has consistently scored an above average
75% in all her subjects.

With any significant amount of time away
from education at a young age, bridging any
gaps in curriculum and subject specific topic
knowledge is the first important step towards
continuation of study.

Having enrolled with Acorn Digital Learning after experiencing
a recent history of developmental trauma, care and school
placement breakdowns including permanent school exclusion
resulting in being out of school entirely for one academic year, Chris’
attendance is now at 75% at the time of writing.

Alice was able to quickly catch-up on missed lessons
using our recorded taught library facility and is
currently referring to pre-recorded Acorn Digital
Learning lessons before attending class;
ensuring she is always up-to-speed with
her digital classroom peers.

Safe and secure
As with all care and learning provision
offered by Acorn Education and Care Group,
the safety and wellbeing of children accessing our
services is of utmost importance.

Flexibility
with seamless
location learning

Therefore, we were especially heartened to learn that
Alice recognises these same values within our online
provision, commenting that she felt immensely
valued by the team, as well as safe and secure in the
digital classroom environment. She particularly
relished being able to explain her situation,
with teachers regularly encouraging her
to make the best decisions.

With ongoing periods of illness, during
her Acorn Digital Learning studies, Alice often
needed to visit hospital during assessment and
medication reviews and was able to continue her
lessons in a supervised office.

Alice has also shown ambition to be our first student
peer mentor, which would involve welcoming new
students to the school and helping them to feel part
of a wider learning family.
She has made many new friends and chats
away freely with peers during online
lessons.

Chris Hughes*, Year 11,
looked-after child:
Regaining control over his learning

Chris has commented that he feels understood and treated respectfully
at the online school and enjoys being in control of his learning. The
opportunity for students to play an active role in deciding how they
want to access their learning means that he prefers to join the live
classes having watched the pre-recorded sessions beforehand.
Chris has learnt to self-regulate in classes by stepping away
if things become overwhelming, all the while knowing
that he can contact his teacher at regular intervals to
reaffirm his understanding of the subject matter.

Finding
the right balance
between learning and extracurricular development

Because our alternative online provision
is designed around giving students flexibility
and choice when it comes to how and where they
complete their course modules, Chris has been able to
lean on his preference for recording his homework answers
back to his teachers verbally. He has still been able to improve
on his literacy skills by balancing this with two recorded
answers for every three written.
Chris blends the live online lessons with recorded classes,
which frees up time for him to attend his sports coaching
course and PE sessions at the local sports centre.
He also accesses through the local library, where
has learnt to successfully navigate and
troubleshoot their network.

To make a referral request for a student in your school or child
in your care to access Acorn Digital Learning, please contact us:

Tel:
07770 042747
Email: info@acorndigitallearning.co.uk
Web: www.acorndigitallearning.co.uk
R5300

